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SOUTH
410 3rd Ave. SE

289-3967
Rochester, MN

NORTH
122 10th St. NE

282-2771
On Site Greenhouse!

20% off 

Other promotions do not apply with the use of this coupon

One gift item with this coupon

Flowers by Jerry, your family owned, 
               dog friendly florist.

Stop by the greenhouse off of Silver Lake Drive with your dog and receive a dog treat!

507-282-8611  •  cascadevets.com
4020 26th St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901

Caring for Pets in the Rochester Area since 1953

Exotic Pets Welcome

Hospital Hours:   Mon-Fri 8am-6pm  •  Sat 8am-Noon
Boarding Pick-ups and Drop-offs: Mon-Fri 6am- 6pm  •  Sat - Sun 7am-7pm     Boarding phone: 507-289-PETS (7387)

Now offering affordabe comprehensive wellness 
packages for your pet’s wellness needs.

Designed to provide you with an easier payment option for your 
pet’s year long care at Cascade Animal Medical Center

–  Puppy and Kitten Preventative Care Program –
–  Adult Dog and Cat Preventative Care Program  –

–  Senior Dog and Cat Preventative Care Program  –

Call Today to find out more information!
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507-261-7007
andrewnorrie@edinarealty.comAndrew Norrie 

Are your People looking 
for a place to call home?

Happy Hour:
Sun. thru Fri. 3pm - 6pm &

Sun. thru Wed. 9pm - Midnight.
$1 OFF All Liquor, Beer & Wine
$2 OFF All Appetizers & Pizzas

 Hours of Operation  
Monday thru Friday 11am - 2am
Saturday & Sunday 10am - 2am

507-226-8644

Late Night:
Kitchen is open for full menu
every day until 11pm & we 
serve appetizers & pizzas 

until Midnight.

Make sure to stop in and enjoy the open patio 
during Thursdays on First and 3rd!!
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Kate, Ellie, Penny and Kelvin join dogs and their owners at a Rochester dog park.

from editor | 

As we head into the summer of our second issue, we are grateful for the 
support we have received for the wagazine. After our premiere issue, we heard feedback from rescue 
groups, vets, pet owners and, as pictured, pets themselves. 
	 Through our Facebook page, we called for dogs and owners to meet us at a Rochester dog park for 
our staff photo. What a great turnout. Even the Bone Appetit Canine Bakery showed up. 
	 You answered our question with purrs, barks and wags about whether a pet magazine was needed in 
our area. We will continue to bring you great pet stories and tips, so don’t hesitate to share your ideas 
with us.
	 Here are a few of our favorite reviews.

I picked up wagazine 
last night at Wildwood. 
Very cool! I especially 
like the column about  
local rescue groups.  
I hope that’s a regular 
feature. As a pet 
owner (just one very 
spoiled kitty) I’m excited 
to have local publication 
for pets. 	 -Anna Matetic

The articles are great, the ads are 
wonderful. A feast for the eyes 
of a dog lover. My 12-year-old 
Yellow Lab (a retired search and 
rescue dog from Ireland) has 
been going to Meadow View 
Underwater Treadmill for about 
three years now, delighted to see 
that advertised. I am convinced 
it is the only reason he is as mo-
bile as he is today.	 -Sinead Chick

I found Eddie looking at the article 
entitled “Spring Ahead”... Great 
premiere issue – would love to see 
an article on all the stores you can 
take your dog into in Rochester, 
and how can the dog loving 
community make this Destination 
Medical Center city more dog 
welcoming? 	 -Sue Carlson

I just wanted to congratulate you on the first issue of wagazine. I read 
it from cover to cover and found it very informative and fun! Really 
well done, both in storytelling, as well as visually … Kate Brue has done 
a lovely job with the design and layout. And of course the photogra-
phy is great!	 -Mary Ayshford

Eddie catching up on Ticks 
and Fleas.

“I just picked up the Spring issue 
while visiting my veterinarian’s 
office this week. LOVE LOVE LOVE 
the wagazine. And my fluffy, 
furry companions appreciated 
the ‘couch time with me’ as I 
enjoyed every page. I will be 
ordering a subscription for myself. 
Thank you.	 -Paula Christophersen

“

I am with Hiawatha 
Animal Humane 
Society out of 
the Lake City, 
Wabasha,  
Kellogg area …  
I work in Roch-

ester and picked 
up a copy at Cari-

bou. What a great 
magazine! Being so close 

to Rochester, we adopt many 
of our animals out to residents 
of Rochester and the surround-
ing communities as well as take 
in surrendered animals from the 
area when local shelters are full. 		
	 -Bambi Burt 

Thank you Readers!
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It’s all tricks to the dogs
By Karen Snyder

| training

Sebastian, a Golden Retriever, 
sneezes on command, then prances off to fetch a tissue. 
	 Dobby dog likes to lend a helping paw (actually a helping jaw) with 
housework by picking up dirty laundry and dropping it into a basket.
	 Border Collie Max waves, spins, covers his nose, plays peek-a-boo and 
more, excelling at his gig as “tricks class demo dog.” 
	 Silly stunts, helpful activities, good manners, formal obedience 
behaviors: “It’s all tricks to the dogs,” says Sara Reusche, owner of Paws 
Abilities Dog Training and of Dobby.
	 Dog tricks have benefits. Tricks and their training energize canine 
minds, exercise canine bodies, build canine focus and create canine-
human rapport. Among dogs, the favorite benefit of tricks is treats.

Dogs just want to have fun
Tricks are fun and tricks training should be fun, too, says Annalissa 
Johnson, who owns, in addition to sneezing Sebastian, Good Dog Camp. 
	 “Training is as fun as you make it,” says Tina Hince of Leashes and 
Leads, where Max is her tricks teaching assistant. 
	 A dog in one of Sara’s classes learned to grab a blanket corner, roll 
himself up and become a doggy burrito. However, he could not learn to 
walk nicely beside his owner who treated the burrito lesson as playtime 
and the heel drill as grimness squared, an attitude that dismayed her furry 
burrito. “As soon as she lightened up and started treating leash manners 
like another trick, her dog learned to heel beautifully,”  Sara says.

Capturing, markers, motivators and proprioception
In animal training jargon, capturing means catching a desirable action. 
At capture, the trainer uses a marker to signal approval. The marker can 

be a mechanical clicker, a tongue click or an upbeat “yes.” Then comes 
the motivator, a reward. 
	 Here’s an example from Sara: “When my dog stretches in a bowing 
posture after a nap, I click and feed him a piece of kibble.” After a 
few days of capturing, the dog realizes stretching brings perks and
 Sara teaches a word or hand signal for the behavior. “Dobby learned 
to bow using this method,” she says, “and bows if I ask him, ‘Who’s 
your queen?’” 
	 Annalissa suggests taking advantage of behavior dogs are already 
displaying. “When dogs bark, teach them to bark on command. When 
they’re pawing, teach them to shake.”
	 In past, recent and future polls, dogs rate food, tugging and tennis balls 
top motivators. And food.
	 Proprioception is body awareness, a trait man’s best pal lacks. “Most 
dogs don’t know their tails belong to them,” Annalissa says, “and when 
they chase their tails and bite them, they’re surprised it hurts.”
	 Many tricks help with proprioception. One is the box trick, which 
Tina teaches in a step-by-step process that eventually gets the dog 
perched, four paws tucked together, in a small container. Max owns the 
box trick!

Food puzzles
“Our dogs have it easy,” Annalissa says. “Their food just magically 
appears.” Nature intended more.
	 “Dogs are intelligent scavengers,” Sara says, “hard-wired to solve 
problems and find their food.” Food puzzles complement those traits.
	 Tina recommends Nina Ottosson food puzzles, Kong toys and the 
Tug-A-Jug. “Or you can use a paper cup and hide food under it. Some 
people hide food around the house.”

SIT, 
SNEEZE, 

BE A BURRITO
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Call for a FREE Demo With Your Dog Today!
Puppy Development
Obedience
Problem Solving
Behavior Modification

Large & Small Dog Training
In-Home Bootcamp
Private Lessons
Group Classes

507-261-3913 
annalissa@gooddogcamp.com

3270 19th St NW, Suite 104   Rochester, MN 55901
www.GoodDogCamp.com

        Find us on                 and follow us on    
If your dog doesn’t come when called, call us!

THE TRICKS TRAINERS

Tina Hince has three Border Collies, Jive, Rhap and teacher’s aide 
Max. She doesn’t always reward them with treats but dishes out 
praise in mega doses. “I tell them how wonderful they are. I make a 
pretty huge deal out of it, like they just saved the world by doing that 
trick.” Contact Tina at Leashes and Leads (leashesandleads.com 
or 507-282-2710). 

Annalissa Johnson’s furry duo consists of Sebastian, 13, and 
Isabelle, a 7-year-old Bernese Mountain dog. When asked, “What do 
you do if you catch on fire?” Sebastian and Isabelle stop, drop and 
roll. Reach Annalissa at Good Dog Camp (gooddogcamp.com or 
507-261-3913).

Sara Reusche owns three adopted dogs of breeds not yet recog-
nized by AKC. She insists Trout is a North American Yodelhound, and 
Layla and Dobby are Minnesota White-Toed Chipmunk dogs (see 
lessonsfromlayla.wordpress.com/2010/11/23/the-minnesota-white-
toed-chipmunk-dog/). Contact Sara at Paws Abilities Dog Training 
(paws4u.com or 507-624-0190).

	 Some people have to. Food puzzles aren’t appropriate for all dogs, says 
Annalissa, whose canines take the direct approach to eating. They tear 
food puzzles apart. 
	 And that’s a smart trick, too. 

Freelance writer Karen Snyder lives with Cocker Spaniels Chester and  
Snicket, who, in the name your favorite motivator poll, both picked food!

Jill Hust and her dog Bailey Ph
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Aug 30 - Sept 1, 2013
Peace Plaza & Rochester Civic Theatre

A FREE family and DOG friendly  
celebration of Irish Music, Dance, Culture and Fun.

www.irishfestmn.org

Visit Gracie, Seamus, Keegan, Oscar, Addy, Mallaidh 
and friends on Saturday from 10-4pm.



| living with pets

	 On a summer day, the inside of 
a vehicle heats up quickly. On an 85-degree 
day, the temperature in a car, with windows 
slightly open, will reach 102 degrees in 10 
minutes and 120 degrees in 20 minutes—

even in the shade. 
	 Your pet can only withstand these 
temperatures for a very short period of time 
before suffering irreversible brain damage or 
even death. It’s almost impossible to run into 
the store for just a minute. 
	 Make the kinder and more humane choice: 
leave your pet home. 

How to help
If you see a pet in a car on warm days, try to 
locate the owner. If the car is in a store park-
ing lot, page owners immediately. If there is 
no immediate response, contact law enforce-
ment and ask them to dispatch someone to 

the scene. The law does allow for the removal 
of the animal by law enforcement, humane 
agent, animal control or member of fire and/
or rescue department.
	 Your actions could save a pet’s life.

Other warm weather tips
•	 Don’t force your pet to exercise after a meal.
•	 Don’t leave your dog standing on the street. 

Its paws can burn.
•	 Keep walks to a minimum. Your pet is 

much closer to the hot asphalt.  
•	 Never take your pet to the beach unless you 

provide a shaded spot and plenty  
of fresh water. 

•	 Provide your pet with adequate amounts of 
fresh, clean water. If the day is hot, fill the 
bowl half full of fresh water and half full of 
ice. It will stay cold longer. Scrub the green 
gunk out of the water container daily.

•	 Keep your pet sheltered or shaded from 
the sun. Like humans, pets can suffer from 
heatstroke.

•	 Avoid walking your pet in areas that have 
recently been sprayed.

•	 Keep your pet groomed. A clean coat  
will help prevent summer skin problems. 

•	 Never use a correction collar to tie your pet. 
•	 Never let your pet run loose.  

This is how your pet can contract  
a disease, be injured, killed or stolen.

•	 Don’t apply human insect repellent to 
your pet. It can be toxic if licked.

•	 Don’t let your pet lick you if you are 
wearing sunscreen or insect repellent.

•	 Include some form of identification on 
your pet with your phone number and 
address, as well as a current license/rabies 
tag. Consider a microchip as well.

•	 Don’t allow your pet to ride or stay in the 
bed of a pickup truck. It would be like 
standing on top of a tin roof. In addition, 
your pet is not secure. 

•	 Do not allow your pet to stick its head 
out the car window. A particle could  
injure the eye. 

•	 Be sure there are no open, unscreened 
windows or doors through which your 
pet can jump or fall.

•	 Make sure the kennel and/or doghouse 
have adequate shade. A doghouse  
alone does not provide adequate shade. 

•	 Put a tarp over the kennel area.
•	 Be considerate of others. Carry  

doggie bags, pick up and remove  
pet droppings. 

Shirley Taggart is an animal advocate. She is 
committed to helping animals and the people 
who care about them.
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Warm weather brings increased activity. We like to take our pets with us when we run to 
the store or go on outings. However, leaving a pet in a vehicle could be a matter of life or death. 

“A person may not leave a dog or a cat unattended in a standing 
or parked motor vehicle in a manner 

that endangers the dog’s or cat’s health or safety.” 

                                                   - Minnesota Law (346.57) 

Make sure to 
keep your pet 
plenty hydrated 
when exercising 
in the heat.

Hot Weather 
Pet Care By Shirley Taggart
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8040 Hwy 57 • P.O. Box 398 • Baileys Harbor, WI 54202 • 1.866.251.0750 • stay@beachfrontinn.net • www.beachfrontinn.net

Restore your tranquility as a guest of the Beachfront Inn. 
We promise to send you home feeling better for the experience!

507-288-2050
Same day appointments available!

2117 North Hwy 52  •  Rochester, MN 55901
   www.heritagepetvet.net  •  info@heritagepetvet.com

Laura Toddie, DVM   |   Travis Einertson, DVM
Jennifer Watson, DVM

Small animals, birds and exotics
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| LIVING WITH PETS

The Fourth of July gives 
us the opportunity to enjoy fam-
ily, neighborhood and commu-
nity activities.  
	Y our pet may be comfortable 
going with you to the beach or 
park, but the noise and com-
motion can be stressful, even for 
the calmest of critters. Fireworks 
(both public and private) can 
bring a new set of challenges. 
	 With a few tips, you and your 
pets can enjoy a safe holiday. 
 
Do keep your pet on a leash 
or in a carrier when outside 
with you.
 
Do keep your pets indoors 
in a quiet and isolated room 
with covered windows, or the 

basement or bathroom, to help 
them feel safe. Turn on a fan, 
radio or television to muffle the 
sound of fireworks and soothe 
pets if they must be alone on 
this noisy holiday.  
	I f your pet is home alone, 
make sure your home is secure. 
A pet may panic and destroy 
objects (your couch) or jump 
through a window or screen. 
Keep the windows shut, AC on, 
shades closed.
 
Do take your pet for a walk 
before the fireworks begin. It 
may prevent an accident later.
 
Do keep your pet sheltered 
or shaded. Like humans, pets 
can suffer from heatstroke 

Do provide your pet with 
adequate amounts of fresh, 
clean water. If the day is hot, fill 
the bowl half full of fresh water 
and half full of ice. It will stay 
cold longer.
 
Do make sure collars fit ap-
propriately. If your pet is a dog, 
you should be able to slip no 
more than two fingers beneath 
its collar. If your pet is a cat, it 
should be wearing a stretch or 
safety collar. 
 
Don’t take your pet to fireworks 
displays. 

Don’t allow your pet to  
ingest alcohol or picnic scraps. 
 
Don’t allow your pet to 
chew on or play with holiday 
decorations.
 
Don’t leave your pet outside 
unattended, even in a f 
enced yard or on a chain.  
In fear, your pet may escape 
from the yard or become 
tangled in the chain. 
 
Think ahead and plan so the 
holiday is safe and enjoyable for 
your entire family.  

Fourth of July 
A list of DOs and DON’Ts
By Shirley Taggart

  and 
Four-Legged 
       Friends

Call for more information 507-206 -3313
1910 South Broadway   Rochester, MN 55904

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins Welcome - Appointments Preferred
Evening and Saturday by Appointment Only

Modern Medicine - Old Fashioned Caring
and offering Animal Chiropractic

Chiropractic therapy is used to reduce pain. It improves  
function, mobility and quality of life. Pets who have undiagnosed 

pain and those who “just don’t move around as well as they used to” 
can benefit from chiropractic examination and therapy. 

	 • Medicine	 • Surgery	 • Dentistry	 • Vaccinations
	 • Boarding	 • Grooming	 • Training	 • Care Credit

“A trusted, family owned pet
food manufacturer for over 45 years.”

We pride ourselves on being a family-owned-and-operated pet 
food manufacturer, bringing you high quality pet foods that you can 
trust feeding to your furry family members. We offer a wide range 

of Premium Pet Foods and formulas including Holistic, Grain Free, 
Organic, Non-GMO, created with the finest ingredients. We also use 
the Good 4 Life formula in a large amount of our pet foods, which is 
formulated to bring your pet Super Premium Nutrition. We bring you 

Super Premium Pet Foods, consistent products, a manufacturing 
facility you can trust and unparalleled customer service.

From our family to yours...

Available at

Rochester Feed & Country Store
Ask a store associate about our frequent buyer program!
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rescue | Minnesota 
Greyhound 
Rescue
By Jennifer Westman
Photography by Kelvin Andow

Who they are: 
A 501c3 non-profit rescue 
group dedicated to find-
ing responsible homes for 
Greyhounds who are no longer 
used by the racing industry. 

Saving the Greys:  
The Minnesota Greyhound 
Rescue is determined to save 
retired racing Greyhounds 
that have experienced cruel 
and inhumane treatment on 
the racetracks. The group 
seeks advocacy for the thou-
sands of Greyhounds 

living confined in small cages 
barely large enough for them 
to stand up or turn around for 
long hours each day, the many 
that are seriously injured while 
racing, and the thousands that 
are killed each year when they 
can no longer compete.
	 Fortunately there aren’t  
racetracks in Minnesota. The 
MNGR travels to kennels in 
Kansas and Iowa to pick up 
dogs that have been returned 
there by the racetracks.

Finding 
Homes: 

The purpose of 
MNGR is to 

educate the public 
about Greyhounds 

and find them good 
homes. Kelly Johnson, 

co-director of MNGR, 
explains why the task of 

finding good homes can  
be difficult.
	 “The breed seems to 

be very misunderstood. 
People think they are 
high strung and ener-

getic, when actually they are 
just the opposite,” says Johnson. 
“Greyhounds sleep up to 20 
hours a day and only like short 
walks. They do not need a ton 
of exercise.”
	 Johnson says most 
Greyhounds don’t have a prob-
lem adjusting to home-life after 
the track. She says they are very 
easy to train being that they are 
kennel trained and know to  
go outside. 
	 “Some Greyhounds can be a 
little shy at first due to lack of 
socialization, but it doesn’t take 
them long to come out of their 
shell,” says Johnson.

Passion: 
 “I adopted my first Greyhound 
seven years ago. I loved my 
Greyhound so much I wanted 
other people to have the same 
opportunity to have a great pet,” 
says Johnson. After adopting 
her first Greyhound, Johnson 
immediately started volunteer-
ing for the rescue group at meet-
and-greet events. 
	 For two years Johnson and 

Brad Kittleson have made all the 
trips to Kansas to pick up dogs. 
“We keep half of the adoptable 
hounds at our home here in 
Rochester,” says Johnson.

In Action: 
Monthly Meet-and-Greet Events
1st Saturday: Leashes and Leads
2nd Saturday: PetCo
3rd Saturday: PetCo
4th Saturday: Rochester Feed & 
Country Store 
 
By the Numbers:  
Since the MNGR’S founding 
in 2006, a total of 250 dogs 
have been adopted. Last  
year 68 Greyhounds found 
loving homes. So far in 2013, 
30 dogs have been adopted. 

How to Help: 
To donate, volunteer, become a 
foster home and get more infor-
mation, visit minnesotagrey-
houndrescue.org. 

Jennifer Westman is a freelance 
writer with hopes of improving the 
lives of animals one story at a time.

Minnesotagreyhoundrescue.org
Established: 2006     

Based: Inver Grove Heights 
and Rochester, Minn.

Mission: To educate the public  
about the cruelty of Greyhound 
racing, and to let people know 

that these wonderful dogs 
make gentle, loving pets.

Kelly Johnson and Brad Kittleson  
co-direct Minnesota Greyhound  

Rescue in Southeast Minnesota. They 
are pictured with their own dogs.
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| vet check

Pets are runners, 
swimmers,  
explorers and 
even travellers in 
the summer. It’s important to be 
aware of the potential dangers 
that your pets could face during 
the hot, humid months. An 
active summer for you and your 
pets means being proactive and 
informed of the risks that could 
threaten the health of your 
four-legged friends. 
	 Denise Hodge, DVM, 
Affiliated Emergency Veterinary 
Services in Rochester, and Laura 
Toddie, DVM, Heritage Pet 
Hospital in Rochester, share 
preventative measures owners 
can take to reduce summertime 
complications.
	 “Supervising pets and knowing 
their whereabouts at all times 
will go a long way in protecting 
them,” says Dr. Hodge. “Keep 
vaccines up to date, keep your 
pet on heartworm and flea/tick 
prevention medication, make 
sure your pet has plenty of fresh 
water and shade in warm weather 
and don’t allow excessive exercise 
in hot or humid weather.”

Q What should 
owners do before 
taking pets to the 
lake, woods and 
on vacations?
A Make sure to have an iden-
tification tag or microchip on 
pets, and keep them on a leash 
while walking or hiking to help 
prevent them from getting lost or 

encountering wildlife. 
	 Dr. Hodge recommends life-
jackets for pets that will be out 
on the water with their owners. 
“Not all pets are great swimmers 
so this can be lifesaving in the 
event of an accident that will 
cause a prolonged period of time 
spent in the water.”
	 Dr. Toddie says sunburn  
can be an issue for white or 
light-colored dogs. “They are 
more prone to sunburn. Owners 
can apply the same sunscreen 
they use [on themselves] to  
their dogs.” 

Q  How does the 
heat affect pets?
A “There are various levels 
of heat-related illness,” says 
Dr. Hodge. “Heat stress has 
symptoms of thirst, panting, 
seeking shade or cool surfaces. 
Heat stress can progress to heat 
exhaustion, which can be char-
acterized by even more intense 
thirst, excessive water drinking, 
discomfort, anxiety, weakness 
and collapse. Heat exhaustion 
can then progress to full heat 
stroke that is characterized by 
severe systemic illness that can 
cause shock, damage to internal 
organs, central nervous system 
involvement and possibly death.”

Q Can owners pre-
vent heat stroke?
A  Yes. Keep pets indoors and, 
if possible, in air conditioning 
on humid days. “If pets need 

to be outdoors, make sure 
they have access to shade and 
plenty of water,” says Dr. Hodge. 
“Don’t be tempted to take your 
pet with you on a run or long 
walk in warmer temperatures. 
Remember, pets cannot 
sweat; panting is their main 
method of reducing their body 
temperature.” 
 

Q What should I 
do if I see signs of 
heat stroke?
A Attempt to cool pets by 
wetting them down with cool 
tap water. Dr. Toddie clarifies 
that using ice is incorrect and 
a common misconception. In 
addition, excessively cold water 
is bad. “It can cause vasocon-
striction and actually slow the 
cooling process in addition to 
decreasing blood flow to vital 
organs,” says Dr. Hodge. 
	 Then place your pet in front 
of a fan or air conditioner. 
You should still contact your 
veterinarian because there could 
already be internal organ damage 
[from the heat]. 

Q What if a bee 
stings my dog? 
A Having antihistamines on 
hand is a good idea, but Dr. 
Hodge says knowing the right 
dosage according to the size of 
the pet is important. Inquire 
about the right dosage with your 
veterinarian and keep it available 
for emergencies. You can  

also apply a cold pack on  
the sting to ease the pain and 
reduce swelling.
	 Like humans, pets can have 
allergic reactions to insect bites 
and stings. Symptoms of an 
allergic reaction include: facial 
swelling, ocular swelling, dif-
ficulty breathing, vomiting and 
diarrhea. If you think your dog 
is having an allergic reaction seek 
immediate help at your veterinar-
ian or local emergency clinic; it 
could be life threatening. 

Q What items 
should be in the 
ideal first-aid kit?
A	 • Water bottle and 
		  collapsible dish 
	 • Antihistamines 
		  (such as Benadryl)
	 • Hydrogen peroxide  
	 • Antibiotic ointment
	 • Cold packs
	 • Tweezers
	 • Bandage material such as 
		  gauze pads and bandage 
		  tape for smaller wounds
	 • Towels and adhesive tape 
		  for larger wounds
	 • List of phone numbers of 
		  local veterinarians and 	
		  emergency clinics

While life can be unpredictable, 
having an emergency first-aid kit 
for your pets will help ensure a 
fun-filled, enjoyable summer.  

Jennifer Westman is a freelance 
writer with hopes of improving the 
lives of animals one story at a time. 

When the heat strikes …  When the bee stings
By Jennifer Westman

First Aid
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At Elmaro Vineyard, our focus is on 

producing the best wines possible and 

providing an unmatched setting in which 

to enjoy them. Our family works together 

to make sure you have the best experience 

possible, whether it’s enjoying a glass at  

the vineyard or in your own home.

Winery & tasting room hours:

Tuesday - Thursday 12 - 6

Friday & Saturday 10 - 7     Sunday 12 - 5

608-534-6456
www.elmarovineyard.com

N14756 Delaney Rd.   Trempealeau, WI

E L M A R O       V I N E Y A R D

FREE
STEM CELL
TREATMENT

CONSULT
One coupon per household. No cash value.

Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 9/1/13
One coupon per household. No cash value.

Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 9/1/13

1st EXAM 
FREE

New clients only.

Now Offering

Adult Stem Cell

Treatments

To help with osteo-arthritis,

ligament and tendon 

injuries and other chronic 

inflammatory diseases.

6214 14th Street NW Byron

Complete health care services for your pet:
	 • Wellness Exams	 • Surgical Procedures
	 • Preventative Care	 • In-House Laboratory
	 • Digital Radiography	 • Canine Rehabilitation
	 • Dental Care	    and Conditioning

www.meadowviewvetmn.com Call Today for an Appointment 507.424.2120
Check us out on           facebook

Located in

Convenient Scheduling 
Times... Open Days, 
Evenings & Saturdays! Our UNDERWATER TREADMILL 

is great for dogs who can’t get 
the exercise they need due to being 

overweight, recovering from 
surgery, illness or injury.

Let your dog try it today!

10% OFF
Underwater Treadmill
Conditioning Package

New clients only.
One coupon per household. No cash value.

Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 9/1/13

Veter inar y Clinic, LLC

More than 20 varieties 
of pet foods, pet supplies, 
wild and caged bird seed. 

616 North Cedar, Owatonna 

507-451-2363

we feed ‘em all! 

Large or 
small

• A Pit Bull Terrier adopted from Paws & Claws 
Humane Society and a Canine Good Citizen

• Type DEA 4 Positive: a universal canine blood 
donor. On call nights and weekends at the 
Affiliated Emergency Veterinary Hospital for 
emergency transfusions

• Says her mom, Ruth Johnson, “Biggest cuddle
bug ever, wonderful ambassador for the bully 
breed.  We’re looking forward to many years 
of happiness with Holly and allowing her every 
opportunity to break down negative Pit Bull 
stereotypes one kiss and tailwag at a time!”

• Rising star: www.facebook.com/HollyThePibble

Read about Holly in a future issue of 
the wagazine
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Ever been enjoying a 
lovely summer’s eve,  
maybe even dining with friends on 
the patio, when suddenly the warm 
breeze delivers the pungent, undesirable 
fragrance of … dog poop? 
	 Or experience the unpleasant  
task of scraping the brown matter  
from beneath your shoes or, worse, 
cleaning your flooring after it’s been 
tracked inside? 
	 Picking up poop isn’t a fun job but 
someone has to do it, whether it’s  
you, a family member or someone 
you hire like the Doo Crew, an area 
business that scoops up and hauls away 
Fido’s deposits. 

What to Do with the Doo
Dog owners manage their pet’s  
excrement in a variety of ways. Some, 
much to their neighbor’s chagrin, 
ignore the heady brown mounds that 
intensify with seasonal heat. Others 
neglect the poop thinking it will be a 
“good fertilizer.” (In actuality, its toxic 
effects may cause unsightly burns and 
discolor the lawn.) Many toss it in with 
their weekly trash (which is the best 
thing to do), and some folks even  
bring it inside to flush away.

Tools of the Trade
Plastic bags are commonly used to  
pick up dog poo. There are inexpensive, 
biodegradable ones made of recycled 
plastic that are easily stuffed in your 
pocket “just in case” when going for 
walks or to public places. 
	 If you have a lot of excrement or for 
postural ease, a variety of implements 
can help with the task. Pooper scoopers 
have come a long way and vary in price, 
function and design. Some resemble 
common yard tools. There are rake 
and dust-pan styles, jaw-type scoops, 

pick-up units simulating leaf blowers, 
and even a motorized power shovel 
designed to suction the waste from 
grass, concrete or snow.

Keeping it Clean and Green
Aside from and more critical than 
aesthetics, it’s important to collect pet 
excrement for environmental reasons. 
	 Take note: the ol’ “pooper scooper” 
ordinance isn’t just to protect folks 
from stepping in it at public parks or 
to preserve the neighbor’s manicured 
lawn. It’s for everyone’s benefit, includ-
ing you and your pet. 
	 Dog waste is actually categorized 
with pollutants including herbicides, 
insecticides and toxic chemicals. When 
the waste is disposed of improperly, it 
can leak into storm water runoff and 
wash into storm drains. 
	 “One of the leading pollutants to 
rivers and lakes is dog poop run-off,” 
says Doo Crew owner Ryan Anderson. 
“It’s no different than having a septic 
system running into a river. We dispose 
of our waste by composting it with 
cattle manure then spreading it on an 
area cattle farm.”
	 Pet droppings can also contribute 
to diseases passed on to humans from 
animals. This can occur when infected 
feces are deposited on the lawn because 
parasites can linger in the soil for as 
long as a year. Anyone runs the risk of 
coming into contact with eggs from 
the parasites by playing, gardening or 
walking barefoot. 

Doo Crew to the Rescue
Dealing with woof waste isn’t for 
everyone. But for The Doo Crew it is. 
The pick-up pros have been tending to 
needs in the Austin and Rochester area 
for 13 years. 
	 While 98 percent of their pick-ups 
are weekly, they also offer bi-monthly 
and one-time service tending to yards, 
kennels, runs and litter boxes. 

 Penny Marshall is a freelance writer.

Doo Crew     507-438-6415
www.doocrewmn.com
www.rochesterstormwater.com

The 

Scoop 
on 

Poop

It’s a dirty job …
By Penny Marshall
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• Weekly Service
• Bi-monthly Service
• One Time Service
• Easy Monthly Billing

Pet Waste Removal Service

Serving the Austin & Rochester areas since 2000

507-438-6415
www.doocrewmn.com

The Doo Crew eliminates the most unpleasant 
aspects of dog ownership. For a surprisingly 

low price, we will find, scoop and haul away all 
those nasty “canine calling cards!”

Inspired by dogs . . . 

The Original
Canine Bakery

of SE MN

 www.BACBunleashed.com  
Pam Miller, Owner

Bone Appetit Canine Bakery • BACB

No time to get to the store? There’s no need to! 
BACB UNLEASHED goes where the dogs go -- dog parks, 

dog-related EVENTS, and more. With Department of  
Agriculture approved dog TREATS and specialized  
K9 ITEMS, we are always on the move to your pet’s  

favorite hang-out. Follow us on Facebook to keep up 
with our latest events and locations.

Facebook/BACB Unleashed    
BACBunleashed@me.com

All our treats are MADE in Rochester, MN

Stop by & tour our facility at 
2009 Eastwood Road SE, Rochester

507-287-0045
www.bearcreekkennels.org

We guarantee to put your Dog’s needs first.  
We work hard to provide a consistently clean and safe environment 
for Dogs to stay while their Owners are away.  It is our pleasure to 

take care of  your best friend... This is our DREAM!!
- Keri & Timm Peters

Rochester’s first choice for Dog Boarding & Doggie Daycare!

Serving the Rochester, MN 
area since 2009!

	 • Dog Walking
	 • Doggie ‘Field Trips’
	 • In-Home Pet Sitting
	 • Grooming
	 • Pet Waste Removal
	 • Pet Taxi 
		  (Daycare & Boarding 
	 	 drop off/pick up)

Where your Pet is our Priority!

507-993-9753
sharperedgek9s@hotmail.com

www.sharperedgepetcare.com
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| book review

Your dog is the smartest pooch 
on the planet. He can sit, beg, 
roll over and shake. He also has 
a rudimentary grasp of physics, 
math and language.
	 That’s because dogs are 
“arguably the most successful 
mammal on the planet, besides 
us.” They evolved from wolves 
to canine lupus familiaris and 
quickly, firmly glommed onto 
humans. But researchers have 
only recently determined how 
that bedrock-to-bedroom 
voyage happened.
	 For canine cognition expert 
Hare, learning how was a 
world-wide journey.
	 As a grad student trying 
to determine what makes 
us human, Hare began with 
chimps and bonobos but soon 
noticed that his dog was better 
at many tasks than were our 
closest evolutionary relatives. 
His research took him to Russia 
(with foxes) and to a German 
lab where he tested dogs to see 
what happens inside their furry 
little heads.
	 Dogs have lousy GPS, he 
learned. There are exceptions, 
but most lost pups who find 

their way home are “lucky.” 
Pooches have problem-solving 
skills, but most have a hard 
time figuring out new methods 
for old habits. 
	 Conversely, as any astute 
puppy parent knows, dogs are 
masters of body language and 
have the basic skills of a human 
infant, socially and cognitively. 
They make decisions based on 
inference and grasp language 
in the same way as do babies. 
Their owner-attachment is 
similar to that of babies to 
their mothers. Dogs know how 
to recruit help, communicate 
needs and offer comfort. 
	 What we got out of the 
deal, Hare says, is love and a 
domesticated animal that may 
have domesticated us.
	 I’m a big science fan and I 
completely geeked-out on  
“The Genius of Dogs,” but 
there was one curious thing I 
noticed: the authors present 
some fascinating research, but 
they don’t acknowledge that 
dog owners have probably 
already seen it all.
	 This book tends to meander 
off the dog-path quite a bit, but 
I loved knowing that even the 
most mixed-up mutt can be a 
master at something.
	 This book also contains 
several enjoyable tests that you 
can do with your pup, so grab 
a handful of treats and get 
going. “The Genius of Dogs” is 
something to get your paws on.

	 Your four-footed kids are a 
lot like the two-footed ones: 
they’re messy, sassy, yowling 
creatures with loud demands, 
stubborn impatience, and 
extreme insolence – and you 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 
	 Helen Brown’s daughter, 
Lydia, had always been drawn 
to those less able.
	 When most high-schoolers 
were partying and playing, 
Lydia helped care for a 
handful of elderly folks and 
developmentally-disabled teens. 
	 Yes, Lydia made her parents 
proud – but when she embraced 
Buddhism and announced that 
she was moving to Sri Lanka, 
Brown was horrified.
	 Years ago, Brown’s oldest son 
was killed in a car accident and, 
with the help of time and an 
eerily-understanding cat named 
Cleo, the family eventually 
healed. Now the comfort of 
Cleo was gone, Sri Lanka was 
in the midst of war, and Brown 
couldn’t face the thought of 
losing another child. 
	 But a different kind of danger 
was lurking at home: just after 
Lydia left, Brown was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. She had a  
mastectomy and, thanks to  
Lydia’s quick return and quiet 
care, Brown began to mend again. 

	 Which was when Jonah 
stalked into her life.
	 Certain that Cleo was a 
once-in-a-lifetime pet, Brown 
had firmly insisted that she’d 
never have another cat. On one 
of those let’s-just-look outings, 
she fell in love with a cream-
and-chocolate beauty. With 
Lydia heading to the monastery, 
Jonah the kitten seemed just the 
thing for a sorrowful house.
	 But Jonah was hyperactive. 
He was demanding and he 
required more accoutrements 
than a human toddler. And he 
was incredibly too independent.
	 Just like a certain daughter…
	 Tired of pet memoirs that 
wring tears out of you until 
you’re exhausted? Me, too, so 
I’m happy to say that “Cats 
& Daughters” is delightfully 
different.
	 Brown has a wonderful sense 
of humor, despite that she 
writes about scary things mixed 
with the ubiquitous awww-
inspiring pet-and-me stories. 
I enjoyed her ability to see the 
irony in any situation, and she’s 
quick to dial up the optimism, 
which means readers won’t have 
to endure a sappy-sad ending 
filled with tissues.
	 Whether you have kiddies 
or kitties or both, “Cats & 
Daughters” is a book you’ll 
pounce on.  

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been 
reading since she was 3 years 
old and she never goes anywhere 
without a book. She lives on a hill 
in Wisconsin with one pampered 
little pooch and 13,000 books.

Cats & Daughters 
by Helen Brown, c.2012, 
Kensington, $15.00 / $16.95 
Canada, 304 pages

The Genius of Dogs: 
How Dogs are 
Smarter than You 
Think
By Brian Hare and Vanessa Woods, 
c.2013, Dutton, $27.95 / $29.50 
Canada, 370 pages, includes index
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Available at Rochester Feed & Country Store

Recipe for a 
Healthy 
Pet...

3309 Alberta Drive NE, Rochester, MN 55906

507-282-0867  
Evening and Saturday appointments available

animal clinic
VALLEYNORTHERN 

• Small animal and 	exotic medicine
• Orthopedic sergery, ACL by TTA
• Laser surgery
• Dental care
• Exams and vaccines
• Behavior modification
• Full diagnostic lab
• Ultrasound
• Online pharmacy
• Boarding and grooming

a Veterinary Family Medicine 
Practice that provides:

FREE NAIL TRIM
with any purchase

Pet must be current on vaccinations.
By appointment only. 

Call 507-282-0867 today!
Exp. 9/1/2013

FREE 
Wellness exam

OPT TO ADOPT!
We encourage ADOPTION! Northern 
Valley Animal Clinic will give a FREE 
wellness exam to any animal rescued 
from an official rescue organization. 

NO EXPIRATION

www.northernvalleyvet.com

Exceptional Medicine
                    Compassionate Care
Michael Herman, DVM    Brad Treder, DVM    Mary McKie, DVM

Find us on

507-280-9791
1-866-994-2056

www.invisiblefence.com

More smiles & 
wagging tails...
less anxiety.

A 98% customer satisfaction 
rate is quite a treat!

Over 2 million homes have trusted their 
most precious buddies to our care.  And 
whether it’s your bouncy Chihuahua, 
your sleepy Tabby, or your 200lb. Great 
Dane, you can relax knowing our five key 
strengths make all the difference.

 • Safe and effective
 • Peace of mind
 • We make it easy
 • Tailored to you
 • Always innovative
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| COVER STORY

Scent of a Human

Cheyenne, a German Shepherd dog trained in  
“wilderness air scenting,” ended the search for an elderly man. The 
dog discovered the confused victim clinging to a tree, his two small companion 
dogs nearby. Disoriented by Alzheimer’s disease, he had walked away from a 
southeastern Minnesota farm and been lost overnight. 
	 The search succeeded. “You feel excited,” said the dog’s handler, Jean Musgjerd 
of Rochester. The rescue still is fresh in her memory some six years later. 
	 Musgjerd and her two female German Shepherds, Cheyenne and Colby, are 
members of Southern Minnesota Canine Search and Rescue (SMCSAR). Like 
many other dog search teams nationally, they volunteer their time and skill to 
locate the lost, whether living or dead.

Search and 
Rescue Dogs 

Help Locate 
the Lost
By Bob Freund

Photography by 
Kelvin Andow Photography
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Scent of a Human

Following The Nose
Dogs have natural talent; they are experts at following their noses. 
Humans are endowed with about 5 million scent receptors. A 
German Shepherd has in the range of 225 million receptors, with 
other dog breeds generally ranging between 125 million and 300 
million. Almost any dog can smell at least 1,000 times better than 
we can, and some breeds can smell 10,000 times better.
	 They are so sensitive that a trained “air scenting” dog can detect 
tiny particles with human odors riding on the wind and track  
that scent to its source, the National Association for Search and 
Rescue reports.

	 But smelling is not enough by itself. “Not every dog is capable of 
doing this work,” Musgjerd says. Some lack the temperament needed. 
They must persist on scents and perform the most important part of 
the hunt – alerting the searchers to rescue or recover a victim.

Working as a Team
Musgjerd has trained her dogs, Cheyenne, 8, and Colby, 6, since their  
puppy days to search. They combine with Jennie Sauer of Trempealeau, 
Wis., and her Black Lab, Jade, to make up the SMCSAR. The volun-
teers respond to requests from government agencies to help find missing 
persons and other victims in this area of Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Cheyenne, a member of the Southern 
Minnesota Canine Search and Rescue, 
volunteers her time to locate the lost.
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	 A good search and rescue dog combines a number of characteristics 
with the innate ability to smell. Musgjerd looks for dogs with: 

• High drive and energy – “They will do whatever you want them 	
	 to do for that (reward),” she says. 
• Sound temperament – Dogs that “don’t get frazzled” and are 	 	
	 confident.
• Substantial size and hardiness – “Able to withstand the 
	 elements,” including hot and cold temperatures along with 		
	 snow depths and other conditions. 

	 Years of training develop a deep bond between the handler and 
canine, allowing them to work as a team. The handler also has to 
perform. “You have to be confident yourself, because your dog reads 
off of that (temperament),” Musgjerd says. The canine senses his or 
her behavior.
	 Importantly, “You have to learn to communicate with your dog,” 
says Musgjerd, who works as athletics director and an instructor at 
Rochester Community and Technical College. 
	 The dog must be able to “alert” or tell the handler, of a find. The 
alert might be sitting and barking, pawing at the ground or other 
behavioral signals.

Certified to Search
Search and rescue dog teams like Musgjerd’s train to achieve specific 
certifications from accrediting organizations and then to keep those 
skills sharp to respond when needed.
	 For example, Cheyenne, the older of her two dogs, is trained in 
“wilderness air scenting.” In air-scenting work, the dog might work 
semi-independently off-leash to detect and follow an airborne human 
scent within an area. 
	 Meanwhile, Colby has training as a “tracking and trailing” dog. She 
picks up a scent from an article connected to the missing person and 
then follows that specific scent’s trail at the front end of a 20-foot lead 
or working leash held by Musgjerd.
	 Both dogs also are trained for detection of human remains on land 
and water. 
	 Search dogs also can be trained for other emergencies such as 
disasters and building collapses, avalanches (the dog alerts the handler 
to a victim by digging), backtracking (seeking the oldest scent instead 
of the newest) and evidence recovery. 

Bob Freund is a freelance writer from Rochester.

Handler Jean Musgjerd, pictured here with 
Colby, has has trained her two German 
Shepherds as search dogs since they 
were puppies. “You have to learn to  
communicate with your dog,” she says.
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Search volunteers such as Jean Musgjerd, who give up their 
spare time to help authorities find missing people, sometimes 
search knowing that they cannot bring victims to safety. 
	 “Unfortunately, I’ve found more deceased people than live 
people,” Musgjerd says. But the outcome is important to each 
victim’s family, she says. It often gives them some resolution 
for their grief. 
	 Here is a sampling of operations with Southern Minnesota 
Canine Search and Rescue:
•	 Jessica Swanson case in Duluth
•	 Drowning of two men in Lake Zumbro near Oronoco
•	 Man lost in a blizzard in Foley, Minn. 
•	 Gas explosion in St. Cloud

Most recently, Musgjerd’s team has been looking for a  
La Crosse-area man in this 30s who had been despondent  
and is missing. 
	 Searches so far have not brought closure to the families of 
two men who died eight years ago. They had been canoeing 
when an accident occurred. The canoe was found at one end 
of a mile-long lake. But only one of the two victims could 

be located in the lake. “(In) some cases you just never reach 
closure,” Musgjerd said. 

Search and Rescue Resources
Many search and rescue dog handlers gather in associations 
for training. Associations sponsor training events and mock 
missions, act as contact points for police agencies and sponsor 
educational programs for handlers and their dogs and even 
the public. You can sniff out details about these dogs, their 
handlers and their training at sites including: 
•	 Southern Minnesota Canine Search and Rescue – smcsar.org
•	 Minnesota Search and Rescue Dog Association –  
	 minnsarda.com
•	 Northern States Search Dog Networks – nssdn.com
•	 National Association for Search and Rescue – nasar.org
•	 American Rescue Dog Association – ardainc.org
•	 National Search Dog Alliance – n-sda.org	
•	 Search Dog Network – searchdogs.org
•	 North American Search Dog Network – nasdn.org
•	 Scientific Working Group on Dog and Orthogonal 
	 detector Guidelines – swgdog.org

Searches by Southern Minnesota Canine Search and Rescue

“Not every dog is capable of doing this 
work,” says Jean Musgjerd. Her own dogs are 

certified and trained in “wilderness air scenting” 
and “tracking and trailing.”
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In spite of regular washing, there’s nothing like a few 
consecutive bad hair days to inspire a person to head to the shop for a fresh “do.” 
The result usually makes us feel fresh, revitalized and confident. 
	 The same is true for our pets. Dogs and cats, regardless of their breed, 
need to be groomed. It’s an important part of maintaining their health and 
happiness. 

Play with Puppy Paws
Many pets become anxious or uncooperative during the grooming process. 
That’s because they’re not used to being touched and are easily shocked  
or surprised. 
	 When puppies or kittens are very young, about eight weeks old, it’s 

important to touch them a lot so they get used to the sense. You might think 
that’s a given because of the fondling they receive at that adorable age. But 

touching should include their face, ears and paws. 
     “The paws are particularly important,” explains Lori Corbin, owner 

of Rochester Grooming Center. “If a dog or cat has had their feet 
touched at an early age, they will likely have a positive experience 
going forward when it comes to nail clipping.” 
	 Lori says that touching only some of the paws can result in the 
pet being unwilling to let someone to examine the paw(s) he’s not 
used to sharing. 
	 Grooming at a young age also helps to acclimate your pet to 
a grooming table or elevated source. Your pet learns to relate 
the location to the grooming process, which results in a more 
cooperative and pleasant experience. 

Cut to the Quick
Nail clipping tends to make most pet owners squeamish, and if you or your pet 
have had a bad experience, neither one of you will be quick to forget. 
	 “I’m happy to show people how to clip their pets nails,” says Lori, who has more 
than 35 years of grooming experience. “The more often you clip them, the further 
back the quick will recede. The shorter they can be, the better, and that will prevent 
scratching as well as catches or snags in fabric or carpeting and worse yet, the nail 
getting ripped off.” 

By Penny Marshall

Here Comes the 

GroomGrooming makes for dapper dogs and well-coiffed kitties
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Here Comes the 

Grooming makes for dapper dogs and well-coiffed kitties
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Stylin’ Pets

12610 240th Street E., Cannon Falls       651-438-2998

Rochester Grooming Center 

130 13th Ave. SE, Rochester       507-292-1901 

Keep the Kitty Pretty
Brushing your dog or cat on a regular basis doesn’t just 
reduce shedding. It also distributes oil throughout the coat, 
keeping it shiny and the skin healthy while stimulating 
blood flow to the surface of the skin. Short-coated dogs or 
cats require regular brushing as well and enjoy the same 
benefits.
	 “If you don’t keep a cat combed, it will lick its fur, get hair 
balls and then vomit. It’s often the saliva from the licking 
or the dander that people with allergies react to,” says Lori. 
“Cats should be combed out two to three times a week.”

Natural Insulation
“Dogs with heavy undercoats like Collies, Shelties, 
Pomeranians or Australian Shepherds need to be brushed 
out monthly because their undercoat serves as insulation 
from the heat and cold. When that gets matted, they 
lose the air pocket,” says Lori. Check with a groomer or 
knowledgeable staff at a pet store to assure you have the 
right comb or brush for your particular pet’s coat.
	 A good, name-brand pet shampoo is suggested for bath-
ing, primarily because the animal’s pH is different from that 
of humans. Lori suggests brushing your dog before a bath. 
“If your dog’s fur is matted and you bathe him, the matted 
fur will shrink and tighten. The gnarl will also harbor 
moisture, which could result in bacterial skin problems.”

The Eyes Have It
While most pet shampoos are eye-friendly, medicated 
cleansers can irritate the eyes. 
	 “That’s particularly the case for breeds with eyes that 
bulge like Shih Tzus or Pugs, elderly dogs or those more 
susceptible to eye irritations,” says Stacie Leifeld, owner of 
Stylin’ Pets. “Some people put mineral oil drops into the 
eyes before bathing, but you can also use an eye protectant 
that comes in ointment form. The application of the oint-
ment is easier to control.”  
	 Stacie also recommends holding the snount gently 
downward when washing the dog so water runs off the eyes 
and doesn’t go up the nose.

Do You Ear What I Ear?
Ear cleaning is especially important for breeds with floppy, 
hairy ears like Basset Hounds or Cocker Spaniels. “It’s 
also important for all breeds after a swim or a bath,” says 
Stacie. “Squirt an ear cleaner into the ear, massage and then 
gently wipe the inside of the canal opening and 

around the 
creases with a 
cotton ball or 
paper towel. Do 
not use cotton 
swabs since they 
will push the debris 
deeper inside.” An 
infected ear will have 
a foul odor and the 
skin will be red and 
hot. Consult your vet 
or groomer if you have 
questions.

Unpopular 
Expression
When it comes to the 
rear end, expressing the anal glands 
is a procedure that many pet owners choose to leave 
to the professionals. Anal glands, or scent glands, are a 
dog’s way of marking territory and indentifying other dogs. 
Typically, glands are expressed naturally with firm stool. If 
stool is too soft, the glands could become full and uncom-
fortable (you may see your dog scoot across the floor), and 
the glands should be expressed. You might want to check 
with your vet or a professional groomer for instructions 
before attempting this procedure.

Make it a Habit
While routine brushing and some hygiene can be done 
at home, taking your pet to the groomer on a regular or 
occasional basis certainly has its advantages.
	 “We get all the way down to the skin when bathing and 
grooming so we see everything,” says Lori. “We find a lot 
of growths, skin problems, parasites, lumps and bumps 
that pet owners aren’t always aware of. We also take note 
if there’s a change in the animal’s coat. For example a dry 
brittle coat and a pattern of hair loss along with a dog’s 
change in weight (gain or loss) could be indicative of a 
thyroid condition.”
	 With good pet grooming habits, you’re not only improv-
ing your best friend’s health, but you’re able to spend quality 
time and bond with him in the process 

Penny Marshall is a freelance writer.
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Hours:  6pm-8am Monday -Thursday
5pm Friday - 8am Monday  •  Open all major holidays

Owned and operated by practicing veterinarians of the local 
community, AEVS functions as an extended resource by  
providing full service care for companion animals and pocket 
pets during nights, weekends and holidays.

Rochester Clinic  507-424-3976
121 23rd Ave SW • Rochester, MN 55902

    and bring 
your pet! Shop

medfordoutletcenter.com
6750 West Frontage Road, Medford MN 55049       

507-455-4111
We are a pet friendly shopping center!

The Canine Courtyard 
Opening June 1st

 Pet exercise area includes frisbee 
and ball throwing area and walking 

paths with drinking water.

   Find us on Facebook: 
         The Wagazine

Don’t miss the 
FALL issue

of The

Plus
Tour the new 

Paws and Claws shelter 
and

Dog park etiquette

Hamsters, 
hedgehogs and 
llamas, oh my!

Check it out 
SEPTEMBER 2013
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Living with Pets | 

Maybe as a young child you saw a pretty 
pony, and you’ve wanted to have your own ever since. Or maybe 
you’ve watched movies with people gracefully riding horses 
through fields and along beaches and dreamed of riding a horse too. 
Or perhaps you’ve seen the many beautiful horses in the fields in 
southeastern Minnesota and wondered what it takes to own a horse.

Here are a few ideas and tips for you.

Owning a Horse
Get in the Saddle
If you’re considering buying a horse, first, take riding lessons. 
	 “Don’t just go out and buy a horse,” said Shannon Richardson, a long-time 
horse owner and rider. “If you take lessons, then you’ll know if you do actually 
want a horse or not.” Richardson took her first riding lesson at age eight and after 
that experience, she said, “I was a horse person.”
	 Leah Allert owns the Paddock School of Horsemanship (paddockschoolofhorse-
manship.com) in Byron, Minn. “Find a place to take lessons before you buy a 
horse,” she suggested. 
	 This applies to children as well. If a child wants a horse, Allert suggests that the 
child take lessons to learn how to ride safely.

Pony Up
Also, when you’re considering buying a horse, plan a budget. “The purchase of a 
horse isn’t the only expense, but also the routine and emergency care, the amount 
of feed and other expenses,” said Shaun Jensen, a veterinarian at Town and 
Country Veterinary Hospital (tcvhvet.com) in Winona, Minn. 
	 Boarding, food costs, veterinarian costs, hoof care and other expenses add up 
every year. “Horses can be more expensive than you think,” Richardson said. 
	 Horses need routine hoof care every six to eight weeks. Farriers trim horses’ 
hooves and shoe them if necessary.

SADDLE 
UP

Learning to own 
or ride a horse   
By Alison Rentschler
Photography by 
Kelvin Andow Photography
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	 Horses should be groomed regularly as well. You may use a  
variety of brushes and combs, which can be found in stores such  
as Leashes and Leads (Rochester), Rochester Feed and Country  
Store, and Fleet Farm.

A horse needs to:
•	 Be fed twice a day, which includes hay and sometimes additional 

grains, depending on the horse
•	 Have adequate water at all times, and have heated water available in 

the winter
•	 Be groomed regularly
•	 Be ridden regularly
•	 Have clean stalls
•	 Have a clean paddock
•	 Have adequate shelter, with at least three sides, to protect them 

from the wind and weather, especially in the winter
•	 Have access to shade in the summer
•	 Have routine hoof care
•	 Have regular veterinary appointments
•	 Have regular interaction with you
•	 Have a fenced area

“Horses are herd animals,” Jensen explained. A horse needs a  
companion such as another horse or other animal. Jensen said horses  
can make emotional connections with humans and often become 
attached to people who take care of them.
	 Also, Jensen said, keep in mind that “horses are big animals,  
but they should be handled with care and compassion.” 
	 To learn more about horses, Richardson suggested 
watching movies about horses and reading horse 
magazines. The movie “Buck” is a 2011 documen-
tary about an equine consultant who teaches 
horse communication through leadership and 
sensitivity rather than punishment. 

Before You Buy

Make a list. Before you go to look for a horse to buy, Allert suggested 
making a list of all that you want and don’t want in a horse. “People 
see a pretty horse, and emotions take over.”

Bring a horse person. When you look at horses, Richardson  
and Allert suggested bringing someone knowledgeable about horses 
with you, such as a trainer. “Make friends with horse people,” 
Richardson said.

Know your discipline. It’s important to buy a horse that is ad-
equately trained, and to find a horse trained in the discipline you’re 
interested in. “Figure out what discipline you want to do, such as 
English or Western riding,” said Richardson.

Find a trainer. Allert also advised that people get the best training 
possible for their horses. 

Find a vet. Before you buy a horse, have the horse pre-evaluated by a 
veterinarian to ensure the horse is healthy.

Find boarding. Keep in mind you don’t need to live in the country to 
buy a horse. Many area facilities offer boarding for horses. 
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Consider Costs
Some of the ongoing cost of horse 
ownership include:

•	 Hay 
	 $200-300/ton, considering quality and makeup.

•	 Vetting and vaccinations 
	 $125–650 annually. Includes dental care, de-

worming, vaccinations.

•	 Hoof care 
	T rim by farrier every 6 to 8 weeks, $15–25. 

Shoes, $80 and up.

•	 Transportation 
	 Cost of a truck and trailer to ride off-property. 

Cost of park bridle permits.

•	 Boarding 
	 $150 and up per month, depending on inside 

vs. outside. $500 and up at locations offering 
indoor riding facilities.

If you’ve often thought it would be fun to learn to ride a horse, 
and you’d like to give horse riding a try, many opportunities are 
available in the area. Find a local riding stable and take lessons. 
“You want to be in a safe, supervised area,” Allert explained.
	 The Paddock School of Horsemanship offers riding lessons 
for all levels. During riding lessons, Allert helps people “get their 
feet on the horse,” and develop their balance. Allert began the 
Paddock School in 1968, and she has been teaching students 
how to ride horses ever since.
	 To learn to be a good rider, it takes practice. “It’s like playing a 
piano,” she said. “It takes years.” 

Alison Rentschler is a writer living in Rochester, Minn., who is 
planning to ride a horse this summer.

Learning to Ride

More Information
Local opportunities to learn about 
horses include:

Rochester Community and Technical College 
Equine Science Program  
rctc.edu/program/eqsc/index.cfm

Minnesota Horse Council
mnhorsecouncil.org

Olmsted County 4-H Youth Development
co.olmsted.mn.us/extension/4H/Pages/default.aspx 

Minnesota Horse Expo (annual)
mnhorseexpo.org

University of Minnesota Horse Extension
extension.umn.edu/agriculture/horse

Wildwood Sports Bar & Grill
1517 16th St. SW • Rochester • 507-226-8380

Next to Tjmaxx shopping plaza
www.wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-11pm,  Fri - Sat 11am-Midnight

Casual Easy Dining  •  Unique Menu
Monthly Food & Drink Specials

Bloody Mary Bar Every Weekend 11-3pm

Summer 
Volleyball  •  Wonderful outdoor patio  •  Live music

Where friends meet!

Home of Rochester’s 1st ever “Yappy Hour”
Follow our Facebook page for the upcoming 2nd!

SE Minnesota’s Premier Animal Magazine

wags, whiskers, hooves and fins

     now You 

can wear it!

You’ve read it

Order Yours Today!  $18.00 each + $9.95 s&h
Send a check or money order to:

P.O. Box 9073, Rochester, MN 55903
Local orders: To save s&h - please contact us at 

thewagazine.com or on our facebook page!

   Find us on Facebook: The Wagazine



| travel

With dogs and cats at 
home, you may scramble 
to find a pet sitter when you 
take your summer vacation or cross-country 
road trip. But, have you considered traveling 
with your pets? With proper planning, it’s 
not as hairy as you may think. 

Where to Kennel-Up
Before your trip, plan your stay and find 
pet-friendly lodging. A variety of lodging 
options, from hotels to condos to camp-
grounds, allow pets throughout the United 
States and the world. However, check the 
fine print to find out if the hotel charges a 
pet fee, and if the hotel restricts the number 
or weight of pets.
	 Several websites offer pet-friendly lodging 
and other helpful information about travel-
ing with pets, such as Bring Fido (bringfido.
com), Trips With Pets (tripswithpets.com) 
or DogFriendly.com.

	 Also some travel websites, such as Expedia 
(expedia.com) and TripAdvisor (tripadvisor.
com), offer searches for pet-friendly hotels.

Sniff Out All the Options
“Plan what you’re going to do and 
where you’re going to go,” said Shannon 
Richardson, a dog owner who has traveled 
throughout the United States with her dogs. 
Here are some things to look for:

Run-time. Before you go, research pet-
friendly attractions where you’re going. 
Several cities have dog parks, dog beaches or 
pet-friendly trails.
Hydrants. If you are traveling by car, your 
dog will need regular bathroom breaks. 
Rest areas along highways offer dog-walking 
areas.
Kibble. Many cities offer pet-friendly 
restaurants, and dogs are often allowed in 
the patio areas.

Activity. You may find pet-friendly tours, 
such as self-guided scenic driving tours, in 
several cities around the country.
Shopping. If you want to do some shop-
ping along the way, several major retailers 
allow dogs in the shops.
Treats. If your pet is running low on treats, 
you may even be able to find a pet bakery 
along the way. 
Pampering. If you need doggy day-care, a 
kennel, a groomer, a trainer, pet stores or 
other pet services while you’re traveling, 
check the pet travel websites.

Hotel Alone?
Some hotels don’t allow your pet to be alone 
in your room. Because you should never 
leave your pet in your car in warm weather, 
consider before you go on your trip what 
you plan to do, and if your pet will be able 
to accompany you or stay in the hotel for 
short periods of time.

Have Pet 
		   Will Travel

Hitting the road with your pet? Put paws to 
the pavement with these travel tips.
By Alison Rentschler
Photography by Kelvin Andow Photography

Sleepypod’s 
three-in-one 

Yummy 
Travel 
Bowls 
allow pet 
owners 

to store, 
transport 

and serve food 

The lightweight and packable 
Ruffwear Highlands Bed 

is ideal for backpacking or 
camping and rolls up for 
easy traveling. Reclaim 
your sleeping bag while 
providing a comfortable 

place to let your dog 
rest comfortably. 

www.ruffwear.com/Highlands-Bed 

The American Pet 
Products Association 
(APPA) says 32 percent 

of dog owners take pets 
with them in the car when 

traveling for at least two 
nights, according to its 2013/2014 

National Pet Owners Survey. Here are some 
products that make travel easier.

pet 
travel 

products
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Packing List

Pack everything your pet will need during the trip. Here 
are a few things to remember:

•	 Up-to-date vaccination information and  
medical forms

•	 Food and a dish
•	 Water and a dish
•	 A safety pet barrier, pet carrier or seat belts for 

your pet while in the vehicle
•	 Toys
•	 Leash and collar
•	 Pet’s I.D.
•	 Pillow or blanket
•	 A temporary I.D. on your pet’s collar with your 

cell phone number and location where you’ll be 
staying on your trip

•	 A current photo of your pet (snap a cell-phone pic 
before you go)

•	 Veterinary contact information and a list of veteri-
narians in the cities to which you’ll be traveling

•	 Litter and litter box if you’re traveling with your cat
•	 Grooming brushes
•	 Disinfectant in case of accidents in hotel rooms
•	 Medications your pet needs

Have Pet 
		   Will Travel

The crash-tested Enhanced Tru-Fit Smart 
Harness with Steel Nesting Buckles by 

Kurgo slips over the dog’s head and clip 
around the midsection. Five adjustments 
and a chest pad provide a near-custom 
fit and the harness can be used with 
any vehicle seat belt or Kurgo Auto Zip 

Line. www.kurgostore.com/dog-travel/
enhanced-strength-tru-fit-smart-harness-

with-steel-nesting-buckles/

Keeping Fido safe and identifiable 
during summer travels, the 

Tagg Tracker is a pet tracking 
device that uses advanced 
GPS and wireless technology 
to track your pet’s location 
and activity from your 

computer or mobile device, 
24 hours a day. 

www.pettracker.com

Day Tripper
Look for pet-friendly attractions and 
activities with in a day’s drive of Southeast 
Minnesota. 
	 Rochester offers the Jean & Carl Frank 
Canine Parks, two off-leash dog parks located 
in Southeast and Northwest Rochester. You 
also can walk your dog on several city trails  
in the area.
	 Several state trails allow dogs. They 
include: the Douglas State Trail between 
Rochester and Pine Island, Minn.; the Root 

River State Trail near Lanesboro, Minn.; the 
Winneshiek County Trail near Cresco, Iowa; 
and the Great River State Park Trail near 
Trempealeau, Wis.
	 If you have a pet life jacket, your dog  
may be able to accompany you kayaking or 
canoeing in area rivers.
	 The Scenic Valley Winery in Lanesboro, 
Minn., allows dogs on the property, but not 
in the buildings.
	 Minneapolis and Saint Paul offer an abun-
dance of pet-friendly restaurants, allowing 
your dog to join you in the patio seating 

areas. Watch for the Paws on Grand event 
on Grand Avenue in Saint Paul on August 4 
(grandave.com/events/paws-grand).

Share Your Adventures
Send us your pet’s summer travel photos 
(kate@thewagazine.com) and we’ll publish a 
selection in our fall issue!  

Alison Rentschler is a writer living in Rochester, 
who is considering summer travel adventures 
with her dogs.

and water while on the 
road. Each set features 
a spill-resistant water 
bowl that serves as a 
base, a food bowl that
 slips into the water 
bowl, and a sealable 
lid to avoid leaking.  
www.sleepypod.com/
yummy 
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The primary goal for Dog Days is to adopt homeless dogs into good 
homes. We are thrilled that last year s̒ event resulted in 53 adoptions! 
Dog Days works because people who meet shelter and foster dogs in a 
relaxed and joyful atmosphere are more inclined to adopt than 
at the Humane Society or shelter.

On Saturday, August 3rd, we invite you and your dog to the Village Park in 
Stockholm for our 4th annual Dog Days of Stockholm! Dog Days is a full day of 
events for families and dog lovers!
 show off your dog be amazed by talented dogs
 gather with dog lovers check out vendor booths
 win prizes eat terrific food
 adopt a shelter dog have a great day

Pat Kessler
(of WCCO-TV)
with his pug
Shelby will
again host

this years event.
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RESCUE
DIRECTORY
Act V Rescue & Rehabilitation
actvrescue.org 
info@actvrescue.org

Animal Humane Society
Five locations: Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul, and Woodbury
www.animalhumanesociety.org
763-522-4325
Adoption, surrender, education programs, 
pet training, a free behavior helpline,  
boarding, low-cost spay/neuter, cruelty 
investigation and rescue and  pet loss 
services.

Aussie Rescue of Minnesota, Inc.
aussierescuemn.org
nanmarka@earthlink.net
763-441-4377
Rescuing Aussies and Aussie mixes.

Basset Buddies Rescue, Inc.
bassetbuddiesrescue.org
info@bbrescue.org
262-347-8823
To rescue, foster and place adoptable Basset 
Hounds in loving, permanent homes.

Brown County Humane Society 
(New Ulm)
brownchumanes.org
bchsnu@hotmail.com
507-359-2312
Protection and welfare of animals through 
education, sanctuary, adoption and promo-
tion of responsible ownership.

Camp Companion, Inc. (Rochester)
campcompanion.org
questions@campcompanion.org
507-951-7801
Trap-Neuter-Return for farm and feral cats.
Adoption program for cats and dogs with 
adoption events every Saturday at different 
pet stores in Rochester.

Caring for Cats (St. Paul)
caring-for-cats.org
651-407-8485
All-volunteer, no-kill, non-profit shelter for 
cats and kittens in North St. Paul, funded 
100% by donations.

Chicken Run Rescue
Chickenrunrescue.org
chickenrunrescue@comcast.net
The only urban chicken rescue of its kind 
provides abandoned chickens with love, 
shelter and vet care, and adopts the birds, 
as companion animals only, within 90 miles 
of the Twin Cities.

Coco’s Heart Dog Rescue
cocosheartdogrescue.org
ashley@cocosheartdogrescue.org
Foster-based rescue that has saved dogs  
and cats from unfortunate circumstances, 
rescuing more than 800 dogs and cats  
in 2.5 years.

Doberman Rescue Minnesota
dobermanrescueminnesota.com
support@dobermanrescueminnesota.com
651-256-2294
To promote responsible pet ownership and 
eliminate the abuse, abandonment, neglect 
and deaths of Doberman Pinschers.  

Feline Rescue Inc. 
(St. Paul)
felinerescue.org
info@felinerescue.org
651-642-5900
No-kill 501c3 shelter, foster, outreach, and 
education for stray, abused and abandoned 
cats until they are adopted.

English Springer Rescue  
America, Inc.
springerrescue.org
springerrescuemidwest@gmail.com
507-271-8107
Foster care placement organization for 
Springer Spaniels. 

Gemini Rottweiler and Pitbull 
Rescue
gemini.petfinder.org
mjw96@frontiernet.net
320-598-3087
We are dedicated to saving the lives of 
these misunderstood breeds, and offering 
them a second chance at a forever home. 

Great Dane Rescue of MN and WI
gdromn.org
gdromn@gmail.com
715-222-4848
All-volunteer rescue for Great Danes in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Greyhound Pets of America MN
gpa-mn.org
info@gpa-mn.org
763-785-4000
Rescuing and placing retired racing 
greyhounds.

Heading Home K9 Rescue
headinghomek9rescue.com,  
petfinder.com/shelters/MN333.html,  
facebook.com/HHK9MN
kladams4545@gmail.com
Dedicated to rescuing homeless and 
unwanted dogs with a soft spot for former 
puppy-mill dogs, senior dogs, big black 
mixed breeds, special needs and those sick 
and injured. 

Humane Society of Goodhue 
County (Red Wing)
hsgcpets.org
director@hsgcpets.org
651-388-5286
Nonprofit, limited-admission, low-kill shelter 
taking in all strays from Goodhue County 
and other areas as well as owner surrenders 
when space is available. 

Italian Greyhound Rescue of  
MN/ND
Kristin (MN): igrescuemn@gmail.com
Michelle (ND): igrescuend@gmail.com
www.iggyrescue.org

Foster-based rescue and rehoming service, 
and an IGCA affiliate. 

Lucky’s Place
luckysplace.org
jan@luckysplace.org
320-241-1829
No-kill, non-profit cat rescue.

Martin County Humane Society 
(Fairmont)
mchsofmn.org
pawprints01@hotmail.com
507-238-1885
Cares for the homeless animals of Martin 
County at the Carl Nettifee Animal Shelter, 
finding placement for them in new homes.

Midwest Pug Rescue - MN Division 
mnmidwestpugrescue.com
mnmprinfo@gmail.com
We rescue and provide safe and loving 
homes to abandoned, surrendered, stray 
and neglected pugs and find them new 
‘fur’ever homes.  

Minnesota Boxer Rescue
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
MNBoxerRescue@yahoo.com
763-647-3437
Rescue, rehabilitate and re-home displaced 
and unwanted Boxers.

Minnesota Greyhound Rescue
Minnesotagreyhoundrescue.org
MinnesotaGreyhoundRescue@yahoo.com
507-272-3467
Dedicated to finding responsible homes for 
Greyhounds who are no longer used by the 
racing industry.
 
Minnesota Hooved Animal Rescue 
Foundation
mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
info@mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
763-856-3119
Non-profit organization dedicated to rescu-
ing, rehabilitating, retraining and re-homing 
horses and other hooved animals in need.

Minnesota Sheltie Rescue
mnsheltierescue.org
info@mnsheltierescue.org
612-616-7477
Finding the best and last home for Shelties 
in need.

Minnesota Wisconsin Collie Rescue
mwcr.org 
collietalk@yahoo.com
612-869-0480
Dedicated to finding new hope and new 
homes for Collies in need of homes.

Mower County Humane Society 
(Austin)
mowercountyhumanesociety.org
emailmchs-dogs@yahoo.com
507-437-9262
No-kill shelter staffed entirely by volunteers.

Morrison County Animal Humane 
Society (Little Falls)
mcpets.org 

connieb@mcpets.org or info@mcpets.org
320-632-0703 
We take in unloved and unwanted animals 
to place in forever homes. 

Northern Lights Greyhound  
Adoption
NLGA-MN.org
guber2nac@aol.com
763-754-9754
Dedicated to finding responsible homes for 
retired racing Greyhounds and educating 
the public about Greyhounds as pets.

NorthStar Great Pyrenees  
Rescue of MN
northstargreatpyrs.com
marnie@northstargreatpyrs.com
612-379-0010
Dedicated to providing rescue/rehoming, 
breed education and fun activities for Great 
Pyrenees and their owners.

NorthStar Shih Tzu Rescue
facebook.com/NorthStarShihTzuRescue
tzuresq@gmail.com
612-209-4502
We rescue Shih Tzu and Shih Tzu blend 
dogs, evaluate them in foster homes and 
then match them to their perfect family.

Northwoods Animal Rescue  
Sanctuary & Adoption Center 
“NARS” (Andover)
www.northwoodsrescue.org

Northwoods Humane Society 
(Wyoming)
northwoodshs.org
Info@northwoodshs.org
651-982-0240
Serving Chisago County and surrounding 
communities by caring for animals in need 
and helping them find a home.

Paws and Claws Humane Society 
(Rochester)
pawsandclaws.org
info@pawsandclaws.org
507-288-7226
To promote and provide humane  
protection and shelter for abandoned or  
lost companion animals, seek adoptive 
homes, provide public education regarding 
the societal problem of animal overpopu-
lation, promote responsible companion 
animal care, and advocate the spaying and 
neutering of all companion animals.

PAWS=Precious Animals Worth 
Saving
pawsofjackson.com
pawsofjackson@gmail.com
507-841-1834
Working together to save as many animals 
as possible in the Jackson County area.

Pet Haven Inc. of MN
PetHavenMN.org
admin@pethavenmn.org
952-831-3825
Created in 1952 to rescue, rehome and 
advocate for companion animals. 

rescue directory| 
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 | get the            scoop

GET 
THE 

SCOOP
Paws & Claws 
Humane Society new 
shelter opening soon! 
Follow PCHSRochester 
on Facebook. 

JUNE 
June 2 Med City Pack 
Walk, 7pm, Slatterly Park 

pavilion, facebook.com/
MedCityPackWalk, 507-993-9753 

or medcitypackwalk@yahoo.com. 

June 8 Riding for Rover and Miss Kitty, motorcycle 
run for Safe Haven Pet Rescue, 10am, North Star Bar, 
contact Dona Kessler, 507-287-8561

June 8 Small Dog Rescue of MN Adoption Event, 
11am-2pm, Rochester Feed and Country Store,  
smalldogsminnesota.org 

June 8 Greyfest, State Fairgrounds, gpa-mn.org/
greyfest.html

June 8 Dirty Dog Day dog washes at the Humane 
Society of Goodhue County, 10am-3pm, $20 bath  
and dry, $5 nail trims, hsgcpets.org

June 8 Pamper the Pups, Mary Kay Fundraiser, Caribou 
Coffee, 2515 White Bear Ave, Maplewood,  
cocosheartdogrescue.org/category/chdr-events/

June 8 & 9 Paws and Claws Humane Society 
Rummage Sale, 7am, Olmsted County Fair Ground, 
pawsandclaws.org

June 9 MN Collie Frolic, Minnesota Wisconsin Collie 
Rescue, Stone Mountain Pet Lodge, Blaine, mwcr.org

June 9 Bowling Fundraiser, 5pm, 
Hudson Bowling Center, Hudson, WI  
cocosheartdogrescue.org/category/chdr-events/

June 15 Canine Carnival at Wildlife Science Center, 
Forest Lake, wildlifesciencecenter.org

June 21 Take Your Dog to Work Day!

June 22 Super Adoption Event, 10am-2pm, 
Graham Arena Complex, Olmsted County Fairgrounds, 
Rochester, with the Rescued Animal Coalition of SE MN. 
www.facebook.com/RACofSEmn

June 22 Humane Society of Goodhue County 
Adoption Event at the Red Wing Farmer’s Market. 
redwingfarmersmarket.org

June 22 Rescue Run for Save A Bull Rescue, 9am, River 
City Saloon, Anoka, mnrescuerun.miiduu.com

June 22 Doberman Rescue Minnesota meet and greet 
at Chuck and Don’s, St. Paul, 11am-2pm,  
dobermanrescueminnesota.com

June 24 Martin County Humane Society Golf Outing, 
4pm, Fairmont Rose Lake Golf Course, mchsofmn.org

June 26 McFundraiser at New Ulm McDonalds for 
Brown County Humane Society, 4-7 pm, facebook.com/
Brown-County-Humane-Society-New-Ulm-MN

June 29 Pet-a-Palooza, Minnesota State Fairgrounds, 
10am-5pm, mnstatefair.org/events/?id=65

June 29 Sixth Annual Dachshund Dash, Rochester, 
proceeds go to Paws & Claws Humane Society, 
rochesterfest.org

June 29-30 June Dog Jam, Frisbee dog competition, 
Slatterly Park, Rochester, junedogjam.com 

JULY	
July 12 Ruff Ride for Paws and Claws Humane Society, 
9am, Rochester Harley Davidson, pawsandclaws.org

July 13 Rabies Clinic, $10 rabies vaccinations at the 
Humane Society of Goodhue County, 11 am to 2 pm, 
hsgcpets.org

July 13 Feline Rescue Cat Claw Clipping Clinic, 
11am-1pm, Chuck & Don’s in Roseville and Shakopee, 
2-4 in Savage felinerescue.org 

July 13 Small Dog Rescue of MN Adoption Event, 
11am-2pm, Rochester Feed and Country Store,  
smalldogsminnesota.org 

July 20 Small Dog Rescue of MN Adoption Event, 
11am-2pm, Leashes and Leads,  
smalldogsminnesota.org

July 21 ARF in the Park, art show that highlights 
canine-themed art and merchandise, sponsored by 
BACB unleashed, 11-4, Essex Park, Rochester

July 21, MN Midwest Pug Rescue Pug Stock,  
2-4pm, Stone Mountain Pet Lodge, Blaine,  
mnmidwestpugrescue.com

July 22–23 Cashwise Brat Stand for Brown County 
Humane Society, 10am-5:30pm, facebook.com/Brown-
County-Humane-Society-New-Ulm-MN

Rescued Pets Are Wonderful
rpaw.org
info@rpaw.org
763-757-8204
To rescue companion animals and find them 
loving forever homes.

Retrieve a Golden of Minnesota 
(RAGOM)
ragom.org
rescue@ragom.org
952-946-8070
Rescuing and re-homing Golden Retrievers 
and Golden mixes in MN, IA, ND, SD and 
western WI.

Ruff Start Rescue
ruffstartrescue.org
info@ruffstartrescue.org 
763-355-3981

Safe Haven Pet Rescue 
(Rochester)
safehavenpetrescue.org
safehavencat@yahoo.com
507-529-4079
Committed to finding safe, loving and 
secure homes for lost, abandoned and stray 
companion animals.

Save-a-bull Rescue
saveabullmn.com

Dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and 
re-homing of American Pit Bull Terriers and 
other Bull breeds. 

Second Chance Animal Rescue
secondchancerescue.org
651-771-5662
Foster-based dog and cat rescue organiza-
tion dedicated to rescuing, caring for and 
adopting out homeless dogs and cats.

Secondhand Hounds 
(Minnetonka)
Secondhandhounds.org 
SHHAdoptions@gmail.com 
952-322-7643

Shih Tzu Rescue of Minnesota
shihtzurescuemn.org
All-volunteer organization with a mission  
to rescue, rehabilitate, and rehome Shih 
Tzus and Shih Tzu mixes. 

Small Dog Rescue of Minnesota
smalldogsminnesota.org
info@smalldogsminnesota.org
All-volunteer group committed to the res-
cue, rehabilitation, and placement of dogs 
20 pounds and under.

Southwest Metro Animal Rescue 
swmetroanimalrescue.org

swmetroanimalrescue@hotmail.com
952-368-PAWS (7297)
Non-profit organization committed to the 
rescue of abandoned, abused and stray 
domestic animals.

Steele County Humane Society 
(Owatonna)
steelecountyhumanesociety.org
adoptapetschs@yahoo.com
507-451-4512 
Foster home based rescue helping stray  
and abandoned animals in greater  
Steele County.  

Tri-County Humane Society
tricountyhumanesociety.org
pets@tricountyhumanesociety.org
320- 252-0896
We believe in the human/animal bond and 
exist to support Central Minn. by practicing 
and promoting quality adoption services 
and education programs.

Wags & Whiskers Animal Rescue 
of MN
wagsmn.org
wagswhiskersmn@gmail.com
Volunteer 501(c)(3), non-profit animal 
rescue organization dedicated to saving the 
lives of homeless animals and educating the 
community on responsible pet ownership.

Waseca County Animal Humane 
Society
wcahs.petfinder.com
wcahsadoptions@gmail.com
507-201-7287
501c3, no-kill organization that helps 
homeless animals of all types in numerous 
counties in South Central Minn.

winona area humane society
winonahumanesociety.org
507-452-3135

LOST AND  
FOUND PETS
Report lost and found pets of 
Southeast Minnesota: 
facebook.com/SEMNLost.Found

Report lost and found dogs of 
Minnesota: facebook.com/LDoMN

stop over 
population
Spay and Neuter 
your pets



Dog Days of Stockholm

On August 3, join with other dog 
lovers in a family- and dog-friendly 
festival on the banks of Lake Pepin in 
Stockholm, Wisconsin. 
	 Hosted by Pat Kessler of WCCO-TV, 
the day features dog contests (best 
dressed, look alike, best trick), vendors 
food, live music, speakers and dem-
onstrations.
	T he primary goal of Dog Days is 
to adopt homeless dogs into good 
homes. The 2012 event resulted in 53 
adoptions. “Dog Days works because 
people who meet shelter and rescue 
dogs in a relaxed and joyful atmo-
sphere are more inclined to adopt 
than at the Humane Society or shel-
ter,” says the event website. Admission 
($5) benefits local animal rescues. 
	
 Dogdaysofstockholm.com

Super Adoption

The Rescued Animal Coalition of SE 
MN hosts the Super Adoption Event, 
an opportunity to meet rescued 
animals represented by more than 
15 Minnesota rescue groups and 
shelters, on June 22 from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., at Graham Arena Complex 
on the Olmsted County Fairgrounds 
in Rochester.
	F rom Basset Hounds and Bichons to 
Shepherds and Shih Tzus, there will be 
more than 100 dogs and cats in at-
tendance, all looking for their forever 
families. Talk to trainers, veterinarians 
and vendors. 
facebook.com/RACofSEmn

Irish Fest

Whether you have red hair and freckles or 
a dog that does, you are invited to Roches-
ter’s annual Irish Fest, August 30 through 
September 1 on the Peace Plaza.
	F illed with native performers, dancers, 
culture and a bit o’ blarney, the free Irish Fest 
even showcases native dog breeds.
According to the Native Dogs of Ireland,  
MN Chapter, there are the eight breeds na-
tive to Ireland: Irish Terrier, Glen of Imaal Terrier, 
Kerry Blue Terrier, Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier, 
Red Irish Setter, Red and White Irish Setter, Irish 
Water Spaniel and Irish Wolfhound.
	 Sinéad Chick is co-founder of Irish Fest. 
Throughout the day, she said, “We will have 
the dogs parade to the stage and their 
handlers/owners will introduce them and talk 
about their breed standard, origins, tempera-
ment, etc.” The dog tent area will be open 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. Irishfestmn.org

Dogs of Ireland (MN) group: 
dragonmaster.org/nativedogsofireland

‘Fests’ Gone to the Dogs
By Ellington Starks

July 26-28 SW Metro Animal Rescue at River City Days, 
Chaska, chaskarivercitydays.com

July 28 noon-3 pm: “Chip & Clip” nail trims and 
microchipping at Chuck & Don’s Pet Food Outlet in 
Red Wing, hsgcpets.org

July 29 Bowling Fundraiser, 5pm, Hudson Bowling 
Center, Hudson, WI  
cocosheartdogrescue.org/category/chdr-events/

AUGUST 
August 3 Dog Days of Stockholm,  
dogdaysofstockholm.com

August 3 “Chip & Clip” nail trims and microchipping 
at Chuck & Don’s Pet Food Outlet in Cottage Grove, 
1-3 pm, hsgcpets.org

August 4 Paws on Grand, 11-4pm, Grand Avenue, 
St Paul, grandave.com/events/paws-grand

August 9-11 Small Dog Rescue of MN at Kasson 
Festival in the Park, www.smalldogsminnesota.org   

August 10 Feline Rescue Cat Claw Clipping Clinic, 
11am-1pm, Chuck & Don’s in Roseville and Shakopee, 
2-4 in Savage felinerescue.org   

August 10 3rd Annual Coco’s Heart Dog Rescue 
5K Doggie Day, 9am, Lake Phalen, St. Paul 
cocosheartdogrescue.org/5k-doggie-day

August 12 Inaugural Golf Tournament for Paws and 
Claws Humane Society, 1pm, Rochester Golf and 
Country Club, pawsandclaws.org

August 17 Small Dog Rescue of MN Adoption Event, 
11am-2pm, Leashes and Leads (Byron), 
www.smalldogsminnesota.org 

August 18  MN Midwest Pug Rescue Reunion and 
Playtime, 1-3pm, Dog Days, 350 University Ave, St. Paul, 
www.mnmidwestpugrescue.com

August 24 Brown County Humane Society Dog Walk, 
9am, facebook.com/Brown-County-Humane-Society-
New-Ulm-MN

August 24-25 Minnesota Renaissance Festival Pet 
Fest, renaissancefest.com/petfest.html

August 30-September 1 Irish Fest. Meet native dog 
breeds. irishfestmn.org

Look for the FALL issue  
of the wagazine 
in early September!
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| Happy Tails

There are atrocities that 
most people don’t like to think about, animal 
abuse so cruel that it’s hard to accept. 
	 “It’s more common than people think,” says 
Sara Jones, a foster mom through Secondhand 
Hounds in Minnetonka. It takes a volunteer-
driven rescue group like Secondhand Hounds 
to help restore dogs like Franco, the one-
and-a-half-year-old Pit Bull who was recently 
rescued in Blaine, Minn. 
	 It was an anonymous Good Samaritan who 
chose to step in rather than look away when 
Franco was being abused in a parking lot of a 
convenience store. 

Punted Like a Football
Several teenagers were kicking Franco back 
and forth like a football. “The kids ran away 
and left Franco unable to sit or stand,” says 
Sara. “He was really lethargic and literally 
spent two or three days lying on a blanket. 
His intestines were kinked like a garden hose 
and he had blockages from being kicked.” 
	 He needed x-rays and blood tests for 
diagnosis as well as antibiotics and intrave-
nous fluids to treat Parvovirus, a condition 
that attacks the gastrointestinal tract. 
	 It took several days of tender loving care at 
Foster Mom Sara’s house before Franco began 
sitting up and walking. 
	 “He was very scared and dropped his 
head at first,” says Sara. “My other dogs are 
very used to other dogs coming and going, 
so it didn’t take too long for Franco to feel 
comfortable, too.” 

Suddenly a Celebrity
Franco became a celebrity canine as news of 
his abuse hit Facebook and KARE 11 news 

and tugged at the heartstrings of people all 
around Minnesota. 
	 The story caught the eye of Robin Johnson, 
owner of Sweet Retreat, a cupcake boutique 
in Minneapolis. In no time at all, a special-
edition treat hit the display case: chocolate 
cupcakes with vanilla icing and a photo of 
Franco on top. 
	 “I was so upset when I saw the news story 
about his abuse,” says Robin. “I contacted 
Secondhand Hounds and told Rachel, the 
founder, that I wanted to hold a fundraiser.” 
	 The one-day fundraiser happened  
March 29. “I thought maybe a couple 
hundred people would show up. Never in  
my wildest dreams did I expect to sell over 
5,000 cupcakes!” 
	 As crowds lined the street and stretched 
down the block to show their compassion and 
support, Sweet Retreat ran out of cupcakes 
and even batter. “It was one of the best 
‘feel good’ days of my life,” says Robin. 
	 The highlight of everyone’s day was an 
appearance by sweet Franco, himself, as 
he greeted his fans. According to Franco’s 
Facebook page, the fundraiser was a sweet  
success and raised $8,918 for the dog’s  
medical expenses. 

Ready for Adoption
Sara has volunteered with Secondhand 
Hounds for several years and now serves as 
the Large Breed Foster Coordinator. There 
will likely always be bad people who hurt 
animals, but there will also always be the 
heroes who rise up and give a little more, love 
a little deeper.
	 Sara and Robin are two of those heroes. 
	 The sad reality is that Franco was likely 

someone’s pet.  
“He knows basic 
commands,” says 
Sara. “He might have 
been dumped after he became ill.” 
	 The sweet silver lining? Franco is now in  
his forever home. It didn’t take long for  
Aaron and Nicole Forsman to fall for this 
lovable hunk. 
	 “We knew we wanted another Pit Bull, 
and after hearing his story there was no way 
we were going to give up on trying to adopt 
him,” they say. “Even though there were 
hundreds of applicants, we knew he was 
meant to be a part of our family from the first 
time we met him. He leapt into our laps like 
he had done it many times before.”
	 Franco now has a big sister, Poppy.  

They cuddle together every night.  

Amy Brase loves to write stories with happy 
endings, especially when they feature people with 
huge, loving hearts.

After enduring horrific abuse, a young dog was saved by a 
Good Samaritan, a rescue group and a cupcake boutique 
By Amy Brase

Pupcakes
for Franco

secondhandhounds.com    
facebook.com/followingfranco

Franco and his 
sister Poppy.
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Limit 1 coupon per household. 
In-stock food only. 

HOURS
Monday- Saturday

 10am - 8pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

1201 South Broadway Rochester, MN
Crossroads Shopping Center

507-281-4661
Facebook.com/FishandPetsRochester

Limit 2 Free items with 
this coupon. Free item(s) 
of equal or lesser value. 

Limit 1 coupon per 
household.

Exp
ire

s 8
/31

/13
.   

BUY ONE     
   GET ONE    
    FREE

       Aqueon Brand 
                  Fish Food
         Mix And Match

Tropical, Marine, Betta and Goldfish foods 
are also available. Limit 2 Free Foods 

with this coupon. Free food(s) 
of equal or lesser value. 

Limit 1 coupon per
 household.

www.fishandpets.net

BUY ONE 
 GET ONE

$5     
OFF

Exp
ire

s 8
/31

/13
. 

Aqueon Brand 
Water Care Items

FREE
Any 30 pound or larger 

    bag of Dog Food

Exp
ire

s 8
/31

/13
. 
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Get your 
BEST FRIEND’S 
opinion...

www.rochestermotorcars.com

In the 
market for 

some new 
wheels?

Furry family 
members welcome

at all locations!

Rochester Car Clearance
2980 Hwy 14 W

866.491.7524
www.rochestercarclearance.com

Rochester Ford
4900 Hwy 52

507.288.7564
www.rochesterford.com

Rochester Mazda
2955 48th St NW

507.424.6520
www.rochestermazda.com 

Rochester Scion
4365 Canal Place SE
866.507.6847

www.rochesterscion.net

Rochester on Second
2009 2nd Street SW
507.424.3838

www.rochesterserviceonsecond.com

Rochester Toyota
4365 Canal Place

507.286.1200  
www.rochestertoyota.com

Experience the Difference.


